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According to State law, Rhode Island school committee 

members must engage in six hours of professional 

development annually.   

Upcoming qualifying sessions include:  

 RIDE’s Technology Conference on October 25 

 School Committee 101 on November 22  

 Hassenfeld Institute’s Newly Elected Leaders 

Conference, January 8-9, 2015. 

 

In 2004 The Rhode Island Association of School 

Committees created the Leadership Academy, a 

voluntary professional development program for school 

committee members. After completing 15 hours of 

RIASC professional development, graduates receive 

recognition from the Rhode Island Board of Education. 

 

Did you know that RIASC members have logged over 

7,000 hours of professional development?  

 

 

The RIASC Board met and approved a policy for its 

members allowing them to gain credit hours for 

attending external training sessions. 

 

External training sessions are sessions that have 

relevance to your role as a school committee member 

but are not sponsored by RIASC.  In order to qualify for 

external credit, a Request for Approval form must be 

completed at least two weeks prior to the training 

session. 

A copy of the form was e-mailed to all members and the 

form can also be obtained by visiting our website at 

www.ri-asc.org and linking to the “Professional 

Development” page. 

In August RIASC held a school committee chair meeting.   

 

Guest speaker, Sam Zurier presented the latest on the 

pension lawsuit and the financial ramifications for cities 

and towns. 

Chairs were provided the opportunity to discuss the 

latest RIDE initiatives, including high school graduation 

requirements and ongoing issues faced by local school 

districts. 

 

RIASC will continue hosting school committee chair 

meetings.  All school committee chairs are invited to 

attend, or send a designee if they are unable to attend.  

Chairs will be notified by email of the next meeting. 

 

Please make every effort to attend and feel free to 

discuss any topic, as we provide for roundtable 

discussion. 

RIASC is in the process of updating the Teacher Contract 

Database.  Please forward me your electronic teacher 

contract as soon as it is available.   

Remember, this site is a great resource for school 

committee members to view contract language to assist 

in teacher contract negotiations.  

http://www.ntlong.com/cber/ 

 

Patrick Guida, Barrington School Committee member, RI 

Board of Education member, and RIASC Board member, 

is the recipient of the National Association of State 

Boards of Education (NASBE) Distinguished Service 

Award.  

This is the “highest award that 

NASBE can bestow on a state board 

of education member.”  Guida was 

nominated by the Rhode Island Board 

of Education for his “exceptional 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  l e a d i n g 

conversations on education issues to 

ensure that policymakers in Rhode 

Island offer all children an opportunity 

to fulfill their dreams.”   

 

Patrick will receive his award at NASBE’s Annual 

Conference in Denver on October 17, 2014. 

 

Patrick was also recently appointed  Chairman of the 

Council on Elementary and Secondary Education for the 

Rhode Island Board of Education. 

 

Congratulations Patrick! 

 

To assist you with your teacher negotiations, RIASC 

continues to compile the 2014/2015 Teacher Data.   

Please contact me at jspremulli@ri-asc.org and I will 

register you on our website so that you can access the 

data.   

 
The BuyBoard National Purchasing Cooperative is a 

national online purchasing cooperative formed between 

the National School Boards Association and several 

state school boards associations to streamline the 

buying process for schools, municipalities and other 

public entities.  

 

Developed to comply with state laws which require 

government entities to make purchases from an 

approved list of vendors who have gone through a 

competitive procurement process, BuyBoard gives 

districts the advantage of leveraging the cooperative’s 

ability to obtain bulk discounts, combined with the ease 

of online, web-based shopping and ordering. Save time 

and money with BuyBoard. 

 

Contact tduffy@ri-asc.org for more information. 

Liana Fenton, David Coughlin, Kathy Patenaude, John 

Saviano, Mary Anne Roll, Sonia Grace & Jan Bergandy. 

(Not pictured—Jo Eva Gaines, Patrick Guida, Nicholas 

Hemond, & Scott Mueller) 

 

The Hassenfeld Institute for Public Leadership provides 

public officials and others involved in the development, 

management, and execution of public policy with the 

tools and skills needed to make informed decisions and 

manage responsive organizations in order to govern and 

lead public sector and non-profit organizations 

effectively 

 

Visit the Institute’s website at: 

http://www.bryant.edu/about/centers-and-institutes/

bryant-institute-for-public-leadership.htm 

 

eBoard offers school districts the ability to hold 

paperless board meetings and provides users with a 

uniquely integrated suite of web-based tools that aligns 

the work of the Board and system with its strategic 

plans, policies, meeting agenda, assessments and 

evaluations. 

 

For further information, or to get your district started 

with eBoard contact RIASC today. 
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RIASC PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

GOT SIX? 

Mark your calendars and plan to  

attend School Committee 101 on  

November 22, 2014.   

 

New and seasoned members should 

attend this essential session where 

they will receive a comprehensive 

overview from the experts on: 

 

 RI Open Meetings Law  

 Ethics and Conflicts of Interest  

 Superintendent/school committee 

roles and responsibilities  

 Fiscal responsibilities  

 Collective bargaining 

 

School Committee 101 is being held 

at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in War-

wick from 8:30 to 4:00PM. 

 

Watch your email for details and reg-

istration information for this vital 

session. 

 

RIASC members will receive six 

hours of professional development 

credit towards their annual require-

ment and toward RIASC’s Leader-

ship Academy requirements. 
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